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On SORE-EYES and EYE-LIDS.

I
T would be altogether foreign to my

prefent defign, to expatiate upon the

exquifite ftrudture and formation of the

human Eye, or to fhew how much it

conduces to the happinefs and felicity of

life. Its importance in this refpedt is

known and felt by every one, but is mod
known and felt by thofe, who have the

misfortune to be totally deprived of fo

rich a fource of enjoyment, or are the

immediate fufferers from any defedt or

diflemper in the Organs of Villon.

Equally foreign would it be to my pre-

fent purpofe, to point out the variety of

A difeafes
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difeafes and accidents to which this mem-

ber, no lefs ornamental to the human

frame, than ufeful in life, is liable. No

one need be told how foon, or by what

feemingly trivial circumflances, this fource

of fo much felicity is interrupted, and

becomes the feat of intolerable pain and

uneafnefs. The light itfelf, which it is

fo admirably formed to receive without

the fmalleft inconvenience, when in a

found flate, doth, when difeafed, prove

a perpetual occafion of anguifh ; and the

wretched fufferer is conftrained to feek a

temporary relief in folitary fhades and

darknefs.

Leaf: of all, would I fpend my time in

recounting its various parts and connec-

tions, its different coats, humours, &c.

—Thefe are fo well known to, and have

been
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been fo accurately defcribed, both by for-

mer and later Anatomifts, that it would

be loft labour to enumerate them, and
*

fwell this little tradt (for I mean it to be

a fmall one) to an unneceflary bulk, from

which I neither feek profit nor honour,

but to be as extenfively ufeful in my pro-

fefiion, as I can.

The fubjedt hath not been thought un-

worthy, of the pens of fome of the moft

able and eminent of the profefiion. Sir

Hans Sloane himfelf wrote exprefsly on

this head, from whom I borrow my title,

and whofe plain and fimple manner alfo, I

could wifh to borrow in the following

narrative of a moft efficacious medicine,

&c.

A 2 . With
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With Sir HansSioane, [ can fay, I have

ever been more attentive to fadts, than

to theory and fpeculation ; and this it

was, \vhich induced me to make every

poffible enquiry, after a medicine for

diftempered Eyes, which, above fifty years

ago, was in the pofieffion of, and daily

u fed by. Dr. Thomas Nettleton, of Hali-

fax in Yorkshire, whofe merit as a man

and as aphyfician, exceeds all encomiums.

• t .

My enquiries, however, for a length of

time were as fruitlefs, as they were labo-

rious : and though I proceeded in the

beaten road of bleeding, blifiering, cup-

ping, and in the ufe of leeches, liniments,

wafhes, &c. it was by no means fatisfac-

tory to me. Nor did Sir Hans’s famous

panacea prove of greater, fcarce of equal,

efficacy.
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efficacy, with a thoufand other

common ufe. Thus for want of farther

lights, I was obliged to wander on for

feveral years, with as little fatisfa&ion to

myfelf, in many inftances, as advantage

to my patients.

At length, in the year 1763, a near

relation of my own, I had almoft faid

fortunately, fortunately at leaf:, for the

public and myfelf, having been a confi-

derable fufferer from fore and inflamed

Eyes and Eye-lids (the effects of the

fmall-pox) informed me, {he never found

fo much benefit from any means ufed for

her relief, as from a yellow ointment (fo

it was defcribed) directed for her above

thirty years ago, by Dr. Nettleton himfelf,

and with which, after his deceafe, the

patient
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patient had at times been fupplied in the

kindeffc manner by Dr. Key, of Man-

cbefler, where fhe then refided, who was

once a diligent and attentive pupil of that

gentleman's*

/

But removing from thence to a confi-

derable diftance, her ufual fupply failed
i

her, and, after many years, an accidental

vifit to town threw her in my way.

A medical reader, who has ever expe-

rienced what it is to be anxious for the

good and welfare of a patient (relationfhip

apart) can alone conceive, with how much

pleafure I received this intelligence, and

the fair profpedt it afforded me, of coming

at the polfeffion of a remedy, of which I

had formed fo high an opinion.

Well
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Well perfuaded of Dr. Key’s benevo-

lence, I wrote to him forthwith to favour

me with the receipt, which he readily

did, adding at the fame time, in the moil

obliging manner, fome ufeful hints rela-

tive to his own pra&ice and experience,

with refpedt to this medicine ; an extract

from which, I take the liberty to fet down

here in his own, as I cannot ufe more

proper, words, and alfo the receipt it-

felf.

“SIR,
“ 1 am forry to hear your Eyes

continue troublefome at times. I have

known the inflammation run very high,

and when that is the cafe, it is generally

ufeful to bleed in the temporal artery,

or in the frontal vein, or if neither of

them
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them can be found, then I generally take

the jugular. The temporal artery may be

opened, with as much fafety as a vein.

Befides the bleeding already mentioned,

it is often very ufeful to fcarify both Eye-

lids, which I have fometimes done with a
' ! wl .

lancet, and then the following ointment

will have a more fpeedy effect. But when

the inflammation is moderate, then the

patient may begin with the ointment

without any previous bleeding, giving

only cooling purges.

There is now a flu dent in phyflc at

Edinburg, who has had a good deal of

trouble from his Eyes, and had taken a

deal of phyflc there. 1 fuppofe from

fome of the. profeflors. Being in this

place the laft fummer, I gave him fome

of this ointment from our Infirmary,

(Dr.
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(Dr. Key, I imagine, introduced it there)

and he copied the receipt to take it home

with him to Warrington.

» • • - 1 * * • ' * ”

Before the feffions began, he came hi-
*

ther for fome more of ours from the In-
f r f

firmary : for though he had got fome made

at Warrington, yet it did not anfwer fo

well, when made in a fmall quantity. He

took with him a good quantity, and I had

a line from him this winter, informing

me, that he had laid afide every other

medicine but the ointment, which kept

his Eyes in good order.

For a Film in the Eye, I direa to

foften the ointment by holding it to the

fire, and then taking up fome of it upon

a fine camel-hair pencil, draw it over the

B Film
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Film twice a day, and it has very good

cffedls, and have feen it put into children’s

Eyes without their crying.

When there has been an Ulcer in the

Cornea, and a Cicatrix formed, that is

not to be removed by any means.

The Receipt.

$ Biityr. fviij. Aq. Fort. Comp. Argent:

Viv. a $ j. Camphor 3 ij. Butyro lique-
• * f f

fafto & in coagulum denuo tendentij in-

jice argentum Vivum in Aq. Ford folu-

tum & Camphoram in Olei Olivaram J ij

folutem diligenter agitans in mortario

marmoreo donee refrixerint, ut f< s. a,

Unguent.

K *
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In Englifh thus

:

\ .

After the Butter has been melted, and be-

gins to return to a confiftence, then is the

time to put to it the above-dire<fted in-

gredients, viz. the folution of Quickfilver

and the Camphor diffolved in two ounces

of Olive Oil, carefully ftirring them in a

marble mortar, till they are fufficiently

cool tq be made into an Ointment.

When this has been long kept, it grows

friable through the Aq. Fortis, fo that we

fometimes put a little more Oil to it.

But let it be ever fo friable, it will eafily

foften by being held to the fire.

*

I wifh your’s and the health of, .

and am. Sir, &c.

Manchejler,

Manh l, 1763.
Sam. Key.”
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With regard to the humid Ophthalmy,

fays M. De St. Yves, I generally make

ufe of the diflilled water of camphor,

which, if applied in the beginning, pre-

vents all thefe fymptoms. It fuffices to
/

put fome drops of it into the Eye, three or

four times a day, and to hinder the glew-

ing of the Eye-lids, (which is of great

confequence) dip a feather in the Colly-

rium, and glide it betwixt the Eye-lids
‘ ?

* '
- *

feveral times in the Day and in the Night.

' r / « «*

\ * V. J - * - ’ •

Ophthalmic waters, in general, are but

of little fervice ; but I have found from
<•

my own experience, that by touching

them with the lapis infernalis, they cica-

trife eafily. The violent heat of the cau-

ftic mufl be abated, as foon as they have

been touched, by wafhing the Eye in a

.

1

fmall
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fmall glafs full of warm water. You mull

above all take care, that the part of the

Eye-lid which was cicatnled, may not

bear againft the globe of the Eye, till the

pain is entirely gone off. They may be

touched in this manner once or twice a

week, till they feem to require no more

ufe of the cauftick. Then lay on thefe

places, morning and evening, tutty re-

duced to a very fine powder. It will ci-

catrife them.

To the ufe of the lapis infernalis there

are indeed many objedions. As that it is

too hot and inflammatory, and requires

daily to be wathed in a glafs of warm wa-
ter. But there can be no fuch objedion
to the ufe of this liniment, being largely

blended with a confiderable proportion of

the
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the butter, and to the camphor, no lefs

than two ounces of the olive oil is added.

And this I have invariably found fuccefs-

ful in the highed degree of inflammation,

without fcarifying, bleeding, bliftering,

&c. But to every one’s own experience I

leaye it, and there I am ready to red it.

• J * + *

Mr. Ware, See. in an ingenious pam-

phlet on the Ophthalmy, hath diffidently

exploded this pradice of ufing the lapis

infernalis, fubflituting in its dead the fol-

lowing ointment

:

££ Hydrargyri unciam unam Spiritus Nitri

uncias duas digere fuper arenam ut fiat

folutio quae calidiffima adhuc mifeeatur

cum axungiae porcinas liquefadlje & in

coagulum denuo tendering libra una,

flrenue agitando in mortario marmoreo

yt fiat unguentum.

With
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With this ointment melted, once in 24

hours, when the patient goes to bed, it is

to be rubbed upon the end of the finger

carefully, into the edges of the affe&ed

Eye-lids. This is fomething fimilar to

the foregoing receipt.

It gives me great pain to find, fuch a

cenfure as this pafied, where indeed it was

by no means due, “ that amidfi: the very

« c confiderable improvements which have

*• of late been made in the pra&ice of

“ furgery, no other outward applications,

“ have fo much as been propofed

;

at

“ leaft, any, which feem at all adapted to

“ the nature of the diforder, or which

“ are fupported by any proofs of their

“ utility

F I N 1 S %
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